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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

2. Claims 1-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Marin et al. 
(U.S. 6,021,129). 

Marin et al. teach claims: 

1. A modem (16), comprising: 

first interface circuitry adapted to provide data transfer between a host device and a network (14, 
16, 18, 40, 50, 60; col.5, ,line 59-col.6, line 43); and 

second interface circuitry adapted to provide data transfer between a memory device and at least 
one of said host device and said network (14, 16, 18, 40, 50, 60; col.5, ,line 59-col.6, line 43). 

2. The modem of claim 1, wherein said network comprises one of a digital cable network and a 
digital subscriber line (DSL) network (system 10). 

3. The modem of claim 1, wherein said second interface circuitry is adapted to determine a type 
of memory device coupled thereto (60). 

4. The modem of claim 1, wherein: in response to a default data transfer condition, data is 
transferred between said memory device and at least one of said host device and a computer 
conmiunicating with said network (14, 16, 18, 40, 50, 60; col.5, ,line 59-col.6, line 43). 

5. The modem of claim 1, wherein said memory device is associated with an audio player and, in 
response to a default data transfer condition, audio data is transferred to said memory device 
fi"om at least one of said host device and a computer communicating with said network (col. 4, 
lines 47-53; "Input device 20 may comprise, for example, a keyboard, mouse, graphics tablet, 
touch screen, pressure-sensitive pad, joystick, light pen, microphone, or other suitable input 



Application/Control Number: 09/944,308 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2143 

device. Output device 22 may comprise, for example, a video display, a printer, a disk drive, a 
plotter, a speaker, or other suitable output device.")- 

6. The modem of claim 1, wherein said memory device is associated with an imaging device and, 
in response to a default data transfer condition, image data is transferred from said memory 
device to at least one of said host device and a computer conmiunicating with said network 
(col.4, lines 47-53; "Input device 20 may comprise, for example, a keyboard, mouse, graphics 
tablet, touch screen, pressure-sensitive pad, joystick, light pen, microphone, or other suitable 
input device. Output device 22 may comprise, for example, a video display, a printer, a disk 
drive, a plotter, a speaker, or other suitable output device."). 

7. The modem of claim 1, wherein said second interface circuitry is adapted to receive a smart 
card with integrated memory (col.4, lines 47-53; "Input device 20 may comprise, for example, a 
keyboard, mouse, graphics tablet, touch screen, pressure-sensitive pad, joystick, light pen, 
microphone, or other suitable input device . Output device 22 may comprise, for example, a 
video display, a printer, a disk drive, a plotter, a speaker, or other suitable output device ."). 

8. The modem of claim 1, wherein said second interface is adapted to receive a compact FLASH 
memory card (col.6, lines 20-34; "Modem memory 60 may comprise any combination of on-chip 
and/or extemal memory devices. For example, in the illustrated embodiment, a portion of 
modem memory 60 comprises an on-chip static random access memory ("SRAM") integral to 
communications manager 50, while another portion of modem memory 60 comprises 

an extemal SRAM (extemal in the sense that it is not integral to any particular chip). Other 
memory devices could altematively be used without departing from the scope of this invention. 
For example, modem memory 60 could comprise a dynamic random access memory ("DRAM") 
device, or other appropriate volatile or nonvolatile storage and retrieval device, or combination 
of such devices."). 

9. The modem of claim 1, wherein a data bus of a first type is used to communicate data between 
said memory device and said modem, and a data bus of a second type is used to communicate 
data between said host device and said modem (14, 16, 18, 40, 50, 60; col.5, ,line 59-col.6, line 
43). 
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10. The modem of claim 1, wherein said memory device has stored therein a program, said 
second interface circuitry being adapted to responsively transfer said program to said modem for 
execution (fig.4). 

11. The modem of claim 10, wherein said program stored in said memory device is compressed, 
said modem decompressing said program prior to executing said program (fig.6A). 

12. The modem of claims, wherein: said modem, operating as a universal serial bus (USB) hub, 
transfers data between said memory device and said host device via a USB communications path 
(col. 13, lines 57-65). 

13. The modem of claim 1, wherein: said modem, enables said memory device to be accessed by 
said host device via at least one of an Ethernet communications link and a universal serial bus 
(USB) communications link (see "system 10"; it is inherent in LAN and ADSL). 

14. Apparatus comprising: a modem for transferring data between a host computing device and a 
network, said modem having associated with it a first data bus operatively coupled to a flash 
memory having stored therein at least an initial operating program; and an interface circuit, 
operatively coupled to said first data bus and a physical interface device, said physical interface 
device adapted to receive a memory device, said interface circuit adapted to provide data transfer 
between said memory device and said modem using said first data bus, said modem adapted to 
transfer data between said memory device and at least one of said host device and said network 
(14, 16, 18, 40, 50, 60; coL5, ,line 59-col.6, line 43). 

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein said network comprises one of a digital cable network 
and a digital subscriber line (DSL) network ("system 10"). 

16. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein said second interface circuitry is adapted to determine the 
type of memory device coupled thereto (col. 13, lines 57-65). 

17. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein: in response to a default data transfer condition, data is 
transferred between said memory device and at least one of said host device and a computer 
communicating with said network (14, 16, 18, 40, 50, 60; col.5, ,line 59-col.6, line 43). 

18. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein said second interface circuitry is adapted to determine a 
type of memory device coupled thereto (col. 13, lines 57-65). 
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19. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein said memory device has stored therein a program, said 
second interface circuitry being adapted to responsively transfer said program to said modem for 
execution (col. 13, lines 57-65). 

20. A method, comprising: detecting the insertion of a memory device into an interface 
operatively coupled to a modem, said modem including first interface circuitry adapted to 
provide data transfer between a host device and a network, said modem including second 
interface circuitry adapted to provide data transfer between said memory device and at least one 
of said host device and said network; and in response to a default data transfer condition, 
transferring data between said detected memory device and at least one of said host device and 
said network (14, 16, 18, 40, 50, 60; col.5, ,line 59-col.6, line 43). 

21. The method of claim 20 wherein said data transfer comprises the transfer of audio data to 
said detected memory device from at least one of said host device and a computer 
communicating with said network (coL4, lines 47-53; "Input device 20 may comprise, for 
example, a keyboard, mouse, graphics tablet, touch screen, pressure-sensitive pad, joystick, light 
pen, microphone, or other suitable input device. Output device 22 may comprise, for example, a 
video display, a printer, a disk drive, a plotter, a speaker, or other suitable output device.")- 

22. The method of claim 20, wherein said data transfer comprises the transfer of image data from 
said detected memory device to at least one of said host device and a computer communicating 
with said network (col.4, lines 47-53). 

23. The method of claim 20, further comprising: determining the type of memory device inserted 
into said interface device (40). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeffrey Pwu whose telephone number is 571 272-6798. If 
attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, David 
Wiley can be reached on 571 272-3923. The fax phone number for the organization where this 
application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published apphcations 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). | 
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